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the last round of ammunition had been fired and the cap-
ture and spiking of their guns by the Confederates.

I did not know at the time of the battle that our men
had spiked their guns. But on a visit to the battle-field
since the war I metone of the cannoneers, who helped to
man those guns on that evening, and he told me of what a
terrible raking fire they had at us until we got c.lose up to
the hill; of how many shots they fired to the minute fror.n
each gun; and he said that it wasa fact that several of their
guns were found to have been spiked by our men, as shown
by the recitals inscribed on those mon.uments. :

These are records that cannot be gainsayed, and they will
endure. I refer to them with pride: not for myself, but for
my regiment, and especially for and on behalf of the troops
from North Carolina, whose glorious deeds at Gettysburg
have been so much ignored. ‘

The noble soldierly bearing of the many regiments of
North Carolina troops that took part in that three days
ficht—on Seminary Ridge and Rock Creek on the ﬁrs.t day,
and with Gen. Johnson on Culp’s Hill on tl?e evening of
the second and morning of the third day, and in the chz'irge
on Cemetery Ridge on the third day, have not been given
due prominence in the accounts of the battle of Gettysburg.
But here, on Cemetery Hill, those who felt.the prowess <.)f
her troops have contributed to their fame by inscribing their
deeds on imperishable tablets, which they }}ave erecte:d. on
the kighest ground and in the most conspicuous position,

on this most noted battle field of the war—a battle ﬁe?d
which, by reason of the vast sums of money expended on 1‘t,
is destined to be made one of the most noted battlefields in
d.

th?l‘::z:lourist or traveler visiting this field i.n days to come,
as he goes from point to point with a well-informed guufle,
will hear him, in describing the operations of tbe two armies
on the firstday, on the second day al}d onthe third day, make
frequent mention of the North Carolina Troops. : ;

From the point known as “The Bloody Angle be will de-
scribe Pickett’s charge, so called because Gen. Pickett was
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in command of the assaulting columns, a charge very of-
ten unjustly spoken of as “ZVe charge by Pickett and lis
Virginians,” to the prejudice of troops from other States
that participated in it, among whom were several regiments
of North Carolina troops, who acted well their part, and
will be duly mentioned in all #7xe accounts of the fight.

When they come to stand on Cemetery Hill, to
which every visitor will go; for from it nearly all the field
can be pointed out, except Lee’s right on the Emmettsburg
Road, and Meade’s left on Roundtop, the guide will point
westward toward Cashtown and the Chambersburg Pike,
where the fighting began. North Carolina was there.

He will then point out Seminary Ridge, beyond
which the Federal General Reynolds was killed; the
railroad cut; and the rock wall from which the Feder-
als were driven after a most .determined stand. Nor#/
Carolina was there. He will turn towards the field on the
north of the town, where Ewell’s corps came in and where
the Federal General Bartow was killed; and still farther
to the east, where Early’s division fought along Rock Creek
and near the brick-yard, and through the town. Nort/
Carolina was all along. there. Turning then directly
east he will call attention to the monuments, two or
three miles off, which mark the place of the cavalry fight-
ing. North Carolina was there too. Then he will show
Culp’s Hill, where Gen. Johnson and his men did such
noble work and came so near being successful in their ef-
forts to turn Meade’s right flank. North Carolina was
there.

And to conclude his description from this point of view,
the guide will then tell how Hays’ Louisiana brigade and
Hoke’s North Carolina brigade (then commanded by Col.
I. E. Avery) after laying under fire all day, some of which
was a terrible cannonade, emerged in line of battle from the
little valley that runs through Culp’s field, and charged
up the hill through the storm of shot and shell and grape
and canister and ball that was poured upon them by the
well posted Federals. He will point to where Avery fell,



